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Let’s Use More 
ChatGPT

BEING CENSORED ‘24
CHATGPT’S #1 FAN

5
The faculty 
need to accept 
ChatGPT, Cen-
sored writes. 
Let’s follow suit. 

page

Read about the 
recent arrest of the 
famed bathroom poet 
who has historically 
graced the school 
with inspiring 
messages.   

page

Banty Seen 
Streaking

According to 
multiple sources, 
Banty has been 
seen streaking 
across campus. 
Where did his 
uniform go?

page

March’s Male 
Madness 

HATELIN CLARK ’22
TWINKLE TOES

page

Published weekly at: never, this is our last issue. Bye

Also in this Issue:
Maybe you could just... open it and Maybe you could just... open it and 

see? Why do we have to do all the see? Why do we have to do all the 
work? Does no one realize how much work? Does no one realize how much 
work we put into this paper? You re-work we put into this paper? You re-
ally expect us to explain what’s in this ally expect us to explain what’s in this 
issue when you could just open it up issue when you could just open it up 
with your own two hands? Get a life with your own two hands? Get a life 
and get a grip. and get a grip. 

we still don’t have our domain name

Read an expos-
itory piece on 
why men simply 
cannot handle 
the madness of 
March. 

CHICKEN EXPERT ’24
CLOTHING ADVOCATE

1

4

6

“We Want Our Castle Back:” SGA President Jake 
McPhail ‘24 Kidnapped by St. Anthony’s Hall 

In a shocking video re-
leased last night by a group 

-
selves as St. Anthony’s Hall 
brothers, it was revealed that 
SGA President Jake McPhail 
‘24 has been kidnapped by the 
rogue group bargaining for 
their castle. McPhail, bound 
and blindfolded, was shown 
just outside the shuttered St. 
Anthony’s Hall “castle” with 
a copy of Monday’s Hartford 
Courant, as a male voice be-
hind the camera stated “We 
want our castle back, man!” 

Last July, the College sus-
pended St. Anthony’s Hall 
(known locally as “the Hall”) 
for three years due to haz-
ing. This sudden suspension 
caused Hall students to lose 
their beloved castle, a Na-
tional Historic Place built in 
1878. As rumors have swirled 

around campus during the 
school year (“I heard they dug 
up the Trinity tunnels in their 
backyard”), remaining Hall 
students have been forced 
to live in the slums (dorms 
on Vernon St.) just like the 
rest of us normal students. 

In a letter released ex-
clusively to the Tripod just 
this morning, Hall students 
claimed that they were un-
fairly targeted by the Trinity 
administration, saying that 
“Rich people are basically 
second-class citizens on this 
campus. Trinity shuts down 
the wealthy frats like they 
don’t need our daddys’ mon-
ey. What will they do without 
us when they want to build 
a new athletic center or give 
Dan Hitchell a raise?” The 
letter went on to say that “Lis-
ten, this guy McPapsmear or 
whatever will be returned to 
the SGA once we get our cas-
tle back. Things don’t need to 

get crazy,” seemingly ignoring 
the fact that they had already 
resorted to kidnapping. One 
student in an addendum to 
the letter said that “I left my 
50 pairs of Golden Gooses in 
there. I bought 50 more, but 

what if some randoms get in 
there and steal them? Then, 
mine won’t be as valuable!” 

The letter also cited the 
abrupt dismissal of former 
Director of Greek Life Trev-
or Beauford (known on cam-

Now then- 

Bathroom 
Poet Arrested
LADY BANTAMDOWN ’26

ASPIRING POET

8

ConnPIRG Saves Every Single Bee in the 
Entire Whole World 

On March 26, 2024, the 
Student Government Associ-
ation made a grave and ter-
rible mistake. The SGA of 
Trinity College decided in a 
unanimous vote to end Con-
nPIRG’s glorious and helpful 
budget of $21,000. The budget 
in question was to help our 
little campus and the great-
er Hartford community. In a 
statement the SGA stated,

“Despite being funded by 
Trinity College students, Con-
nPIRG has not prioritized lo-
cal advocacy initiatives that 

-
pus or the greater Hartford 
community. The vast majority 
of ConnPIRG’s advocacy, work, 
and efforts, have been directed 
away from the Trinity campus, 
the Hartford community, and 
even the state of Connecticut.”

However, there is one 
thing that the SGA did not 
take into consideration, and 
that is the fact that Conn-
PIRG has saved every single 
bee that has ever existed in 
the entire world. The SGA was 
sorely mistaken that the only 

event ConnPIRG has thrown 
this school year with their 
$21,000 budget was the Pie Pi 
event (a forever helpful event 
where students can throw a 
pie at a frat brother). Accord-
ing to local bee residents in 
Hartford, the ConnPIRG as-
sociation has saved them all! 

In an interview with Barry 
Bee Benson, a member of the 
honeybee nest, he stated that 
“ConnPIRG has used all their 

funds to save every single bee 
in the whole wide world” and 
even went as far as to say that 
“ConnPIRG is the most helpful 
Trinity student organization 
because they used their entire 
budget to do what was prom-
ised: save every single bee in 
the entire world.” So how on 
Earth could the SGA mess 
this up? How could they take 
away $21,000 from the bees? 

Well, they didn’t. When 

Tripod investigators asked 
Benson about the alleged mis-
use of funds, Barry Bee Benson 
dropped dead. So, as it turns 
out, ConnPIRG has not saved 
every single bee in the whole 
wide world, as they once prom-
ised to the students of Trinity 
College. But, hey! They saved 
most of them, right? I don’t 
want to end this negatively, 
but if not the bees, at least 
someone was getting paid. 

BEE LOVER ’980
TOTALLY NOT A BEE

see “President Kidnapped” on page 4

BOOB WOODWARD ’26
STAFF WRITER
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Letter From the Editor
To Our Fans

To show our appreciation for our fantastic readers, we’d like to showcase a few special 
comments we’ve received on our website in the past year. So as not to appear biased, we’ve 

made sure to include comments from both our haters and our lovers. 

Ok, we don’t really have anything else to say.

Opinions expressed in Tripod editorials are the only correct views ever 
written, unless we get hate for them. Those opinions do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of all contributors to the Tripod, only the smart 
ones. If you have any questions about an opinion piece, kindly shut 
up and keep it to yourself. 

This year, the Tripod is getting rid of our letter to the editor program. 
We do not want to hear any more BS from any of our readers. You 
all have terrible opinions that should never see the light of day. To 
submit, please email your 500-word signed letter to stopemailingus@
trincoll.edu. Typically these will be published on our website. If you 
have any questions, none of our editors will ever respond to you. 

123 Cock Ave. Box 456789
Shartford, CT 06106-3100
Phone: (314) 795-6382

The Trintitty Tripod has been published by the mole people that live 
under Trinity College since 1823. Its staff members are committed 
to the reporting and distribution of news and ideas that are relevant 
to the mole community. The Tripod is published once a year on 
April 2. Student subscription is included in the Student Activities 
Fee (SAF). For non-students looking to subscribe, a one-semester 
subscription costs a blood oath and a one-year subscription costs 
your soul. Please address all correspondence to:

Trinity Liepod
The

Established in do you even care?

Bisexual-in-Chief
Dictator ’25

NEWSIES EDITORS
COTLON DOHORTO ’26
FOOTH MONOHON ’24

OQRO OTHOR ’26
CORNOLOO OHLOBROCHT ’25

ROJSO RONO ’26

OPINIONLESS EDITORS
JULES BROOKS ’25

SAVANNAH SILVEY ’26
OLIVIA BOURBEAU ’25

CREATURES EDITORS
THOMAS RUGGLES PYNCHON
FLAVEL SWEETEN LUTHER
JOHN BARRETT KERFOOT
Remsen Brinckerhoff Ogilby

BITES&PEES EDITORS
MINTY (RIP)

BANTY (WITH CLOTHES)

FARTS EDITORS
MATT FARTLEY

GEORGE POOPODOPOOPLIS

SHORTS EDITORS
KIM MULKEY

DAWN STALEY

STAFF PHARTOGRAPHER
LILLY ANDERSON ’21

STAFF WRITERS
Tristan Wartz ’26

Chloe Fark ’26
Natalie Pusstin ’26

Den Booben ’25
Louis Garth ’25

august hugeman ’25
David Kelpe ’27

Will Garbanas ’24

Unmanageable Editors
MANAGING LESBIAN ’26

MANAGING GAY ’25

Please visit our website at 
Articles are published every 
Follow us on 

The Trinity Tripod is always looking for student contributions in ass 
kissing, large bank accounts and the ability to be brainwashed. Any-
one possessing these attributes can email tripod@trincoll.edu. 

All requests for advertisement placement in the Tripod can be 
found by consulting the Dictator at tripod@trincoll.edu. Each ad 
costs approximately our entire yearly budget ($5.00) and a kiss on 
the cheek. 

CORRECTIONS

You’re wrong, not us. 

Interested in writing for the Tripod?Interested in writing for the Tripod?
Too bad!Too bad!
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NEWS
Since the beginning of the 

spring semester on campus, 
it has seemed that there has 
been a position that needs 

a point of contention for the 
administration, as there 

-
bored anticipation from the 
campus community, it has 
been announced that former 

BIG BALLER ’27
LAKERS FAN

-
ministration say this was a 

-

-
tors into account when trying 

on campus, even a new ap-
-

Many students, mem-
-

path was not expected from 

from sports commentating 

a position of this sort, he re-
-

-
ness as dean is to “get rid of 

-

in favor of introducing his 

and pervasive issues on cam-
pus is the presence of Greek 

that was taken into great 
consideration when the task 
force was interviewing can-

regarding the organizations 

any administrative actions 
-

be instating his own frater-

-

-
ing on campus in a mansion 

-
mored to be making an ap-
pearance this year at Spring 

Shaquille O’Neal Announced as New Dean

Campo intercepted an hooded 

the Cave bathroom with ink-

both praise and criticism for 
-

-

when they were awarded a 
-

In the past months, the 

-
ery bathroom on campus, 

-

LADY BANTAMDOWN ’26
ASPIRING POET

the Cave bathrooms as the 

recent weeks, Campo has 

area, watching and waiting 

most famous writer (sorry, 

a career-ending mistake: not 
washing their hands after 
entering the restroom, which 

-

despite the Poet’s disguise of 
-

as engaging in suspicious 
activity because their hands 

-

of their pocket, initiating the 
chase between the writer and 

-

-

In a press conference 
Monday night, Campo an-
nounced that the hearing 

jurisdiction that trumps any 
-

over a year of incidents across 

disturbing to many students 

-

have begun to share press re-
-

-

Despite the chase and 

identity has yet to be re-

in their press conference that 

hands are bound and they are 

messages for the near future, 

-

Perhaps an unknown heir 

Poet taught us anything, it is 

share our thoughts through 
the underground bathroom 

-

-

-

uncapping your permanent 

-

Poet - from one scorned au-

After 14 Month Search, Campo Arrests Pulitzer Prize Win-
ning Bathroom Poet on Charges of Plagiarism, Vandalism

months of construction on 

gigantic beast was spot-
ted at dawn on Monday 

-

-
dents managed to snap a 

beast, which appeared to be 
-
-

Trinity Sandworm Disturbed By Science Quad Construction
-

bach, the enormous beast 

during construction of the 

-
-

-

disappearance of random 
-

Students are encouraged to 
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RuPaul’s Secret Fracking Fiasco: Trinity College’s 
Slippery Slope from Campus Upgrade to Oil Crusade

In an unprecedent-

-
grade Project, which began 
in 2022 and was suppos-

-
-

frastructure, has taken a 

-
ring to remain anonymous 
for fear of being dipped in 
the crude whisper of an 
underground fracking op-
eration, spearheaded by 

undercover campus tour 
disguised as an ordinary 

-

-

-

-

of transparency, has been 

investments in industries 

-

-

theories among the stu-

is now a barren waste-
-

-
venting prying eyes from 

-

updated the community 
on the project’s progress, 

-

that was once a vibrant 

to increased frustrations 

group pushing for trans-
parency and divestment 

this backdrop of secre-

cause has never been more 

for transparency and ethi-

-
-

contribution and its im-

of reducing CO2 emis-
sions and being sustain-

behind the scenes, it’s 
contributing to the very 

navigates this new uproar 
over its secret project, the 

-
der the price of progress 

-
parency in an era where 

RUPAUL’S SON ’25
BIG OIL FAN 

-
ty is often pitted against 

-

be transparent about its 
-
-

est attempt to modernize 
the campus infrastructure, 
or is it a cover-up for an 

-

with detours or excavators 

to examine its practices 

-

were intended to enhance 
the dining experience for stu-
dents, they have sparked a 
wave of mixed reactions and 

-

stars, Nara Smith, to cam-

-
suming cooking methods, con-

-

In a surprising twist, Smith 

emphasized the importance 
of making everything from 

STALE CORNDOG ’27
TRAD WIFE

students found this approach 

dining services’ decision-mak-
-
-

-

need is 24 hours to painstak-

of strawberries and white 
sugar they can cook down 
into jam over a stovetop, that 

-

to use her own yeast infection 
as a starter for baking sour-

that if you have a yeast infec-
tion, it’s a great opportunity 
to bake bread right from your 

approach to bread-making 
-

sponsorship, you can order 

purchase trending food items 

-

-
etti (spaghetti-shaped sour 

-

-

-

-

dish boasts more vitamins 

-

energy drink cans have been 

-

the ethics behind the spon-

consumed as a pick-me-up, 

-

its potent caffeine content, 

of coffee, making it undeni-

12 oz can boasts a robust 200 
-

standard 16 oz can of Mon-

-

tricks the mind into thinking 

-

-
sius’s energy drinks as a sub-

aches and diarrhea, the ap-

-
ommends drinking a can ev-
ery morning and two to three 
more during the day, to have 
the desired on the edge of in-

much caffeine can increase 
-
-

curb this addiction, but after 

TCDining Embraces TikTok and Celsius Sponsorship

President Kidnapped, Continued
-
-

former director now serves 
-

continued from page one where it is rumored that stu-
dents must have a wristband 

-

seemed to be annoyed, even 

-

-
ter provided to the , he 
wrote “My captors may have 
me, but fear not, for I am ne-

group wrote their names on the 
top of the paper as if they were 

-

be contacted with the students 
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OPINION
We Must Continue to Placate the Plaque  

According to the prophecy, 
he was to emerge following 
the death of the Conqueror of 
Islands, the Realigner of Na-
tions. Once our sovereign rul-
er entered the picture, it took 
only six months for destiny to 
assign him his rightful place. 
According to the scriptures, 
he spared the innocent ursine 
infant, just as he shall hope-
fully spare us when he comes 
to judge with a big stick. 

Our humble campus 
was fortunate enough to be 
graced by his presence, a date 
famously marked in our cal-
endar as 60 A.T. (anno The-
odori). In common parlance, 
it is known as the year 1918. 
His words had the power to 
reinvigorate the population, 
and single-handedly put an 
end to the dreadful war to 
end all wars. We, his dutiful 
followers, have memorialized 
his visit by placing a plaque 
on the very spot where his 
feet made contact with the 
earth. His words are inscribed 
in Latin such that only those 
with the excess money and 
time to learn a materially 
useless language might be 
able to access his wisdom. 

From 7:01 to 7:09 P.M. on 
the 26th day of each month, 
we conduct a sacred ritual. 
Donning a glorious mustache 
and pince nez in imitation 

of our leader, we congregate 
at the plaque and present 
an offering to our most gra-

choice is barbecue chicken 
pizza, honoring his rugged 
masculinity. However, lack-
ing such provisions, any food 
product that is pure (i.e. 

We do this in veneration of 
his commandment in 48 A.T. 
certifying safe and healthy 
food consumption for all.

We encourage anyone in-
terested in the Sacred Order 
of the One True President to 
join us in our sacraments. By 
continuing to appease him, 
he may one day return for 

his third term, which shall be 
without end, and guide our 
nation into prosperity. We 
urge you to read our sacred 
texts, “The Rough Riders,” 

“Citizenship in a Republic,” 
and “A Square Deal” for a 
more comprehensive under-
standing of our principles. 

The story that the plaque 
can strike down the academic 
ambitions of any student who 
steps on it is merely a myth 

crafted by those who wish to 
obscure the truth of our faith. 
These are the unbelievers 
who, upon his return, would 
not vote for him in The Final 

Election. Do not let yourself 
fall into this disreputable cat-
egory when the time comes. 

We believe it is time to 
extend our reach across not 
only the campus, but the na-
tion as a whole. Someday all 
of us shall ride triumphantly 

across the plains that stretch 
from coast to coast on the 
back of our sacred steed: 
the Bull Moose. Imagine the 
Main Quad rejecting its exor-
bitant display of wealth and 
wasted water, and converting 
to a cattle ranch such that we 
may dine on steaks every day.

Should you prove that 
you are, like myself, among 
those of greatest devotion 
to him, he may grant you a 
position in the Most Eternal 
United States Cabinet. As 
he wrote of himself, “Noth-
ing but the truth should be 
spoken about him or any one 
else,” and we wish to spread 
the truth of this timeless 

DAKOTA RANCH ’1918
DEVOTED ACOLYTE

barbecue chicken pizza, honoring 
his rugged masculinity.” 

Students Should Be Allowed to Use ChatGPT For 
Schoolwork

Friends, faculty, stu-
dents and all members of 
the Trinity Community, I 
bring to you today an argu-
ment of great importance to 
this esteemed institution’s 
hardworking population. 
I believe, in all sincerity 
and surely without a sliver 
of sarcasm, that we must 
integrate ChatGPT into 
our learning experience. 

For those who are un-
informed of this great new 
technology, I will do you the 
incredibly valuable favor 
of explaining it. ChatGPT 
is a new software made by 
OpenAI, a company found-
ed by NBA legend Allen 
“AI” Iverson. ChatGPT is a 
form of generative AI that 
chats with the user, which 
means that AI generates 
responses to questions 
asked by users. However, 
AI is only one man, so he 
made a program that au-
tomatically gives people 

responses to their ques-
tions. Naturally, the Trin-
ity administration quickly 
responded to this new de-
velopment, and most pro-
fessors have banned it from 
being used in their courses.

However, despite their 
good intentions, the deci-
sion by faculty to restrict 
the use of ChatGPT harms 
students. (And the profes-
sors too, maybe? I think 
saying that would make 
this more compelling. Ol-
ivia, please advise). We 
students receive a lot of 
work. On top of having to 
skim through hundreds 
of pages of reading every 
week, we have to complete 
homework assignments 
that can take several hours 
away from the already 
very limited amount of 
time students have every 
week. ChatGPT can help 
students decrease the vol-
ume of work that they have 
to do. Papers? Just give 
ChatGPT a prompt. Code? 
Just ask ChatGPT to make 
it and pray that it actual-

ly works. Discussion ques-
tions based on the reading? 
Just pretend you under-
stood it and repeat what 
the person before you said 
but with different wording. 
Lab? With the next update, 
AI himself will show up in 
your place. Using ChatGPT 
for trivial, menial assign-

ments will allow students 
to spend more time on 
other stuff, like day drink-
ing. College is a busy time, 
and those with a cramped 
schedule — student ath-
letes, people with jobs, 
and failsons — could use 
some extra time. ChatGPT 
can give them that. 

“But what about ac-
ademic integrity? What 
about intellectual rigor? 
What about ensuring that 
students understand the 

material and can apply 
their knowledge?” The 

“intellectual honesty [as] 
doing our own work and 
fully crediting the work of 
others if we use their ideas 
in our own work.” Because 
ChatGPT just uses a pro-
gram to respond to ques-

tions, no human element 
is involved. A program 
does not think, so it is not 
an “other” with original 
ideas. That’s just basic 
philosophy. Students who 
ask ChatGPT questions 
are just using their own 
words; so, the only per-
son involved in creating 
the content is the student. 
Therefore, a student who 
uses ChatGPT is not vio-
lating intellectual honesty, 
because only their ideas 

are involved. Checkmate.

for professors too, right? 
Well, if people can use 
ChatGPT to create con-
tent, it must also be able 
to review and grade con-
tent. That will save them 
time too! So, we just let 
students complete assign-
ments with ChatGPT and 
let professors grade with 
ChatGPT, and everyone’s 
happy! Soon enough, 
ChatGPT will be able to 
start assigning homework 
and generating student 
responses without the 

middlemen, saving even 
more time! At that point, 
nobody will even need to 
make course plans, attend 
class or study, because 
ChatGPT will handle ev-
erything. Who knows, 
maybe we can do that in 
the workplace too. And 
why stop there? How about 
we let AI take over all so-
cietal functions? Finally, 
we will all be free to spend 
our days however we want 
to. Thank you Mr. Iverson!

BEING CENSORED ‘24
CHATGPT’S #1 FAN

“Using ChatGPT for trivial, 
menial assignments will allow 
students to spend more time on 
other stuff, like day drinking.”
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How to Properly Ruin Your Relationship with Your 
Boy Best Friend

If you are a girl in your 
teens or early 20s, you 
probably have a boy best 
friend: a special guy that 
maybe you grew up with 
as a family friend, or who 
just gets you in a way that 
no other boys do. Obvious-
ly, most of the time the 
boy best friends have zero 
romantic feelings for their 
girl best friends, so it’s up 
to us females to properly 
ruin the relationship (as 
destiny dictates). Remem-
ber, in order to qualify your 
friendship as a real boy/girl 
best friend relationship, it 
must end by never speak-
ing to each other again 
and forever wondering if 
he had feelings for you 
the whole time. It can be 

-
cess, so here are some tips. 

Tip #1: be honest 
and communicative.

Nothing will send your 
relationship downhill like 
you being a responsible, 
respectful person in your 
communication with your 
boy best friend. To be the 
most effective, you should 
ask him if he has time to 
talk about something very 
important to you, and ex-

plain that you have feel-
ings for him but you would 
understand if it’s not recip-
rocated. Telling him your 

action you take in order for 
this to work. Your respect-
ul communication style 
will drive him absolutely 
nuts, as boy best friends 
typically respond poorly to 
mature conversation. Ex-
tra points if you still make 
an effort to have a normal 

friendship after you confess 
your feelings for him, as 
that will surely drive your 
friendship into the ground. 

Tip #2: allow him to 
use you for your body.

This might be the most 
effective device for this 
situation. It is important 
that you start utilizing 
this tip AFTER you con-
fess your feelings for him. 
This way, he knows you’re 
hooking up with him be-
cause you have feelings 
for him; he will have you 

-
ger, reaping the physical 

-
ting to anything emotional 
(which he realizes you are 
hoping will happen). Just 
as a reminder, when you 
guys hook up, he will be 
even more into it than you 
will, confusing you even 
more. You’ll know you’re 
on the right path when he 

words the next morning, 

cannot look you in the eye 
and claims he has “a lot 
of homework to do” as he 
glances towards the door. 

Tip #3: ask him 
questions about other 
girls he is getting with.

Prompts such as “tell 
me more about that girl 
I saw you leave with last 
weekend” and “would you 
really want to date her” 
are incredibly helpful at 
driving a wedge between 
you and your boy best 
friend for a few reasons. 

First, he is bound to sound 
like a complete douchebag 
when he answers, usually 
making some not-so-sub-
tle misogynistic comments 
about his one night stand 

your own internalized mi-
sogyny). Second, these 
comments are inevitably 
going to make you feel ter-
rible and cry yourself to 
sleep at night, even though 
in the moment you’ll paste 
a smile across your face 
and nod robotically. Third, 
you asking about other 
girls will maintain the 
facade that you are abso-

your feelings towards him, 
even as you continue to 
make passive aggressive 
comments. This is overall 
a win-win for everyone. 

Tip #4: do NOT make 
him your boyfriend.

While writing these 
tips, autocorrect keeps 
changing “boy best friend” 
into “boyfriend” which is 
exactly what you want to 
avoid. Dating this man is 
and should be your worst 
nightmare, and if you do 
make this decision, you 
will end up dating for three 
weeks until you can’t stand 
being in the same room 
with him, so you break up 

and he ugly cries on your 
shoulder. (This is before 
you start going back and 
forth between hooking up 
and no contact.) Remem-
ber, you should not come 
out of this unscathed – the 
friendship (not relation-
ship!) should always end 
with you needing at least 
three years of therapy 
and him never considering 
your feelings ever again. 

Please keep these tips 
in mind when interacting 
with your boy best friend, 
or if there is an up and 
coming guy in your life 
that has the potential to 
claim that position. Con-
tact the author at des-
peratelovelessloser@hot-
mail.com for more tips. 

*Endnote: this article 
only applies to girl/boy 
best friendships where 
each is attracted to the 
other gender. For tips on 
gay couples, please let 
me know because I’m try-

**Endnote 2: the author 
is one of the top experts in 

-
ating three boy best friends 
and counting in her life-
time. For further questions 
about her performance 

contact the email above. 

“Nothing will send your re-
lationship downhill like you 
being a responsible, respect-
ful person in communication 
with your boy best friend.” 

 LOVELESS LOSER ’25
GIRL BEST FRIEND

We Have No More Opinions

Dear readers: unfortu-
nately, we have run out of 

opinions. 

OPINION STAFF
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BOOB WOODWARD ’26
STAFF WRITER

Treasured Campus Celebrity Jeff the Rodent on 
Love, Nature and Their Student Relationships 

Every Trinity student 
knows the feeling: when you 
are walking back to your 
AC-less dorm on a hot spring 

exam and, in your fear and 
hopelessness, you stop and 
smell the roses. Not literal-
ly, of course, that would be 
disgusting. But, maybe you 
take a look around, try to 
appreciate the scenery, and 
then you see it. Your savior. 
Jeff the Rodent, Trinity’s 
resident groundhog, staring 
at you from the bushes as if 
to say — “Everything will 
be okay. One failed exam 
will not change the course 
of your life so dramatically 
that you will live in your 
mother’s basement for the 
rest of your life.” You contin-
ue on with your day with a 
new exuberance in the way 
you look at the world, mys-

with such a beautiful crea-
ture. Spotting Jeff is like 
a Trinity rite of passage.

In an exclusive inter-
view with the Tripod after 
stumbling upon each other 
in the Zion Hill cemetery, 
Jeff the Rodent revealed 
their love for the Trinity 
community. “My family has 
lived in Frog Hollow for gen-
erations,” Jeff told the Tri-
pod in a series of grunts and 
squeals. “It’s a great neigh-
borhood with such a great 
variety of produce.” On a 
campus so interested in the 
antics of wildlife (really, 
what is up with those squir-
rels?) Jeff is a treasured 
friend, especially to Ver-
non street residents, who 

frequently spot him in the 
spring. While they are not 
the only groundhog on cam-
pus, they are easily recog-
nizable by their light col-
ored cheeks and brown tail.

Jeff, who is often sore-
ly missed by Trinity stu-
dents during his winter 
hibernation, has their very 
own Instagram account (@
jefftherodent), where they 
post pictures of themselves 
and other Trinity animals 
such as rabbits and skunks. 
When asked to comment on 
the recent skunk death re-
ported by the Tripod, Jeff 
wanted to “clarify the ru-
mors — there are several 
campus skunks. I know of at 
least three: Jackson Skunk, 
Vernon Skunk, Allen Skunk. 
There have been other 
skunks that have passed 
through but those three are 
consistent residents. All 
of the skunks I have met 
have been very nice, but 
they do like their space.” 
When it comes to the re-
ported death, Jeff said that 
“There were a couple skunk 
friends who did pass away 
earlier this semester, but 
it is believed those skunks 
were visitors to campus.” 

When it comes to their 
personal life, Jeff is on the 
market for partnership: 
“There is no Mrs. Jeff in the 
picture currently. I love my 
life as a single hog, but if 
Puxatawney Phil was single 
he could slide into my DMs.” 
Phil, if you are reading this, 
Trinity would love to see 
you and Jeff galavanting 
around campus. While Jeff 
may or may not be able to 
predict the weather, we at 
the Tripod still believe that 

Phil and Jeff would make 
quite the power couple.

In having their voice 
heard in the Tripod, Jeff 
wished to express how valu-
able the natural world is 
to the Trinity community. 
“If I could take classes at 
Trinity I think I would be 
an environmental science 
major. Politically, I am for 
freedom for oppressed peo-
ples, protection of our nat-
ural habitats, and all for 
the prevention of further 
climate disasters. The rea-
son I started @jeffthero-
dent was to raise aware-
ness for the local wildlife 
on campus. Students rush 
to classes and meetings ev-
ery day but struggle to take 
the time to just watch the 
nature around them. The 
account encourages peo-
ple to observe animals in 
their “natural” environment 
while still giving them their 

space.” When asked if they 
had ever tried to attend en-
vironmental science classes, 
he stated that “Although I 
would love to attend classes, 
I don’t know how to read and 
my thumbs aren’t complete-
ly opposable so it makes 
holding a pencil hard.”

Jeff encourages students 
to treat wildlife with re-
spect, although they do not 
seem to have a desire to be 
coddled in any way. “I don’t 
feel particularly integrated 
into the campus community 
but I also don’t necessarily 
think I should be. I’m differ-
ent than the squirrels that 
eat from the trash cans or 
cats that sun themselves in 
front of Hillel. I’m a solitary 
groundhog and I like being 
a solitary creature, but I 
am still a proud bantam.” 
Speaking about how Trin-
ity students engage with 
them, Jeff said that “I think 
students do respect me gen-
erally. People give me my 
space and are respectful of 
my boundaries while still 
admiring how cool I am (I’m 

very cool). I think there are 
some that don’t respect me 
as a fellow creature, but 
the vast majority respect 
me for the hog I am.” Re-

Trinity students, Jeff said, 
“I’ve had some great inter-
actions with students! I’m 
becoming a bit of a celebri-
ty on my side of campus. I 
have some very devoted fans 
that take incredible pictures 
and videos of me all at my 
best angles. I have had some 
DM interactions that ar-
en’t the most fantastic, but 
I try to focus on the good.” 

Ultimately, Jeff stands 
as a testament to the beauty 
of the natural world around 
campus. If you see them in 
the future, make sure to 
take a picture (and get their 
good side!) so you can send it 
to @jefftherodent and be fea-
tured on their account. Who 
knows — perhaps their pres-
ence will provide you with 
the luck you need to ace that 

to the person in Mather you 
have been eyeing all week. 

JEFF ON CAMPUS (PHOTO COURTESY OF JEFF)

JEFF PEEKING OUT OF A FENCE IN OCTOBER 2023 JEFF WITH A POSSIBLE ROMANTIC INTEREST IN SEPTEMBER
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HUNGRY ’24
NOT A CHARTWELLS EMPLOYEE

A Conversation with Berger-Sweeney on the 
Health Benefits of Mather

It is evident that Trinity 
has recently undergone many 
improvement initiatives. It 
has even been questioned as 
to why Trinity is setting out 
to improve certain buildings 
rather than renovating and 

across campus. One of the 
improvement plans which 
received the most attention 
was the renovation complet-
ed at Mather Dining Hall 
this past year. Any Trinity 
student who has experienced 
Mather Dining Hall and its 
wide assortment of culinary 
options, agrees on the fact 
that it is an experience unto 
itself and the food is possibly 
one of the most controversial 
aspects to Trinity’s campus 
life and culture. Consider-
ing the fact that many stu-
dents were enthused about 

the promised Mather face 
lift, upon its reopening, it be-
came clear that the Mather 
renovation was simply that, 
a face lift, and there was no 
improvement to the variety 
offered or even the food itself. 
Instead, the same slight-
ly raw chicken, “mystery 
meat” and unwashed lettuce 
remain staples to the Ma-
ther Hall dining experience.

In conversation with 
President Joanne Berg-
er-Sweeney regarding the 
Mather initiative and why 
there was no evident change 
in the cuisine, she noted that 
the menu she has worked on 
with Chartwell’s provides 
“immeasurable health ben-

-
thermore, she noted that 
Mather food has been linked 
to “academic success and 
excellence.” While this may 
seem shocking to many Trin-
ity students, who have them-

selves witnessed the food 
poisoning, bacteria and stom-
ach issues resulting from 
the consumption of Mather 
food options, Berger-Swee-
ney argued that Trinity con-
ducted a study regarding 
the academic achievement 
of students in comparison 
with their food sourcing and 
the frequency at which they 
eat their meals at Mather. 
She stated, “The correlation 
is undeniable and that is 
why we promoted the Ma-
ther renovation initiative to 
make Mather more appeal-
ing to students of all grades 
after we noticed a consider-
able decline in the number of 
upperclassmen who choose 
to no longer eat at Mather 
after they are no longer re-
quired to.” During our inter-
view, she even hinted at the 
notion of replacing The Cave 
and The Bistro with satellite 
Mather locations to further 

encourage students to eat 
the super food Chartwell’s 
has designed for Mather 
Dining Hall. She claimed 
that the food “builds the im-
mune systems of students 
by exposing them to natural 
bacteria.” She also claimed 
that the structure of the 
dining options at Trinity are 
not at all to the detriment 
of the students. Rather, de-
spite its level of controversy, 
Trinity’s administration has 
committed itself to the bet-
terment of students health 
and has promised to at-
tempt and remove the 

prevalence of viruses on 
campus based on natural 
exposure and strengthened 
biological immune systems.

While this may come as 
a shock to many Trinity stu-
dents, clear answers have 
been provided regarding the 
intentions behind Trinity’s 
improvement initiatives. 
Berger-Sweeney also noted 
that she hopes this exposure 

Dining Hall and its menu 
will provide incentive for 
more students to go to Ma-
ther and boost their health in 
order to excel academically.

BANTY SPOTTED NAKED AT BISTRO 
(FOR OUR 18 AND YOUNGER READERS, THIS PHOTO HAS BEEN CENSORED)

CHICKEN EXPERT ’24
CLOTHING ADVOCATE

Exposing Banty: Why Has He Been Spotted Streak-
ing Across Campus?

There has been a lot to 
celebrate on campus lately. 
Spring is right around the 
corner and we are starting 
to catch glimpses of the 
nice weather. While bit-
tersweet, our seniors and 
faculty are preparing for 
graduation and an excit-
ing next step. And, most 
recently, our sports teams 
have done fantastically 
well over the fall and win-
ter seasons, undeniably 
causing a lot of excite-
ment among the campus 
community. And, perhaps 
as you all may know, one 
such fellow bantam has 
been swept up by the buzz 
on campus and has re-
sponded in a peculiar way.

If you stopped by the 
Bistro on Thursday af-
ternoon, you would have 
noticed a boisterous cele-
bration happening in hon-
or of the success of our 
sports teams this year, 
with Banty acting as head 
cheerleader. With the help 
of his partner, he made his 
rounds dancing and cele-
brating Trinity, he even got 
a cake to congratulate our 
community on the past few 
months. The celebration 
was fun for all. However, 
maybe a little too much 
fun (for one). Perhaps he 
ate a little too much cake, 
but in a picture on Insta-

gram, Banty can be seen 
wearing… nothing. Later 
that Thursday evening, 
some confused and con-
cerned students reported 
seeing the naked Banty 
streaking across campus.

Following the initial 
concern about such an 
event occurring, Banty 
was questioned regard-
ing his actions. Of course, 
streaking often lends to 
doubt surrounding hazing 
and the pledging process of 
new members in fraterni-
ties. Especially after such 
heightened awareness and 
concern for such matters 
has swept across Trinity’s 
administration and cam-
pus community, concern for 
Banty’s well being inter-
mingled with unmatched 
confusion over how Banty 
entered the rush process 
and has been covertly 
pledging over the past se-
mester and questions re-
volving around which fra-
ternity on campus would 
commit to haze Banty, have 

-
sation as of late. The ques-
tion thus had to be stated: 
Is Banty a new member of 
a fraternity on campus? 
However, such matters are 

compelled you to strip off 
your clothes and streak 
straight across campus?” 

Upon being asked this 
question, Banty seemed 

-
ing. Perhaps he was em-
barrassed? Or, perhaps he 
was trying to conceal the 
truth and protect his new 
brothers. Banty responded 
by saying that he decided 
to streak merely “to call 
attention to and perpet-
uate the celebration on 
campus.” However, after 
further questioning, Banty 
led on that he streaked 
from Vernon Street to 
Crescent Street to catch 
the attention of all in hopes 
of giving Trinity a taste 
of its “old-school fun and 

has been consistently mov-
ing away from its old ways 
and campus culture, Banty 
recalled the “pure, cra-
zy fun” of old Trinity and 
wanted to encourage the 
beginning of a new trend.

whether or not Banty is the 
newest member to Trin-
ity’s Greek Life or if his 
action was simply a com-
mand. However, Banty’s 
action was not an isolated 
incident and he was seen 
again streaking through 
campus late Thursday and 
into Friday. Even worse, 
Banty was seen naked and 
streaking again this past 
Saturday amongst a par-
ticularly confused and as-
tonished crowd. Saturday 
was the Easter egg hunt, 
at which hundreds of excit-
ed small children and their 

parents gathered to par-
take in innocent and fun 
holiday activities, which 
has prompted an investi-
gation into Banty’s inde-
cent exposure to minors. 
Banty’s inappropriate 
exposure was that much 
worse at such an event and 

the inopportune spectators 

outcome. It is an unsolved 
campus mystery and the 
administration is con-
cerned such obscene events 
will take root in Trini-
ty’s culture and become a 
new feature on campus.

amount of chartwells consumed
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Arts & Entertainment

Host of “Elevated Listening” on WRTC Tunes Us 
Into His Wavelength

JEWELZ BARBOR ’25
UNMANAGEABLE EDITOR

Radio host Jay List, 
known on air by his DJ 
moniker “P. Tentious,” has 
kept the phones at the 
WRTC station ringing off 
the hook with calls from 
eager fans asking when 
he will return to “Ele-
vated Listening,” his in-
creasingly-popular show. 

List’s last broadcast was 
six months ago, in which 

rumors that this show 
brought in a record-break-
ing $10,000 of cumulative 
donations to the station, 
but he did admit that he 
had received a live yel-
low-cheeked gibbon as a 
gift from an anonymous 
millionaire several days 
after the program aired.

Due to the auditory 
nature of his medium of 
choice, List appreciates 
that this grants him a de-
gree of anonymity, at least 
until he opens his mouth. 
“Otherwise I would have 
people rushing for my au-
tograph all the time!” he 
laughed. He prefers to cul-
tivate a mysterious vibe 
that does not lend well to a 
constant entourage of fans. 

“Look, I understand the 
demand. I really do,” List 
told the Tripod. “But the lis-

teners have to appreciate 
-

scure and of such an eclec-
tic taste takes an immense 
amount of time and effort.” 
Indeed, he reported that it 
takes him anywhere from 
three months to two years 
to prepare a 90 minute set-

is that I need to convert 
each song into a complete-
ly lossless format.” List 
considers himself to be an 
audiophile, and will of-
ten burn his setlist onto 

a CD, press it into vinyl, 
and then inscribe it into 
a wax cylinder in order to 
achieve the optimal sound. 

“Sometimes, the mag-

will be slightly off kilter, 
producing a nearly in-
audible industrial hum 
over the transmitter,” he 
said. “Sure, on every third 
Thursday of the month I 
play exclusively nearly in-
dauble industrial hums, 
but if that happens on any 
other day, I might as well 

just cancel the show.” List’s 
dedication to perfection is 
what keeps listeners re-
turning time after time.

List also revealed that 
he has been dabbling in 
recording and produc-
ing his own music. “Yeah, 
I’ve coined this new genre 
called ‘sandalcore.’ It’s 
kind of like ‘clogwave’ 
but instead of clogs it’s 
the soles of two sandals 
gently slapping togeth-
er.” He then demonstrat-
ed by removing his own 

shoes and softly clapping 
them for approximately 
20 minutes before saying, 
“Or something like that.”

List was unwilling to 
provide a full preview of 
his upcoming broadcast, 
but he did hint at its con-
tents: “I’ve been really 
into chants from the cargo 
cults of Melanesia late-
ly. Their sonic quality is 
simply unrivaled.” Tune 
in this Friday at 7:30 PM 
to get a taste of the next 
great frontier in radio. 

MINAJ SPORTING TRINITY’S COLORS THE NOW-COVERED MESSAGE IN THE LIBRARY (COURTESY OF FERVENT BARB ‘10)

ROMAN ZOLANSKI ‘10
FERVENT BARB

Hartford will become 
Gag City this upcom-
ing (Pink) Friday, April 
5, when Nicki Minaj is 
expected to perform at 
the XL Center as part of 
her Pink Friday 2 World 
Tour. However, sources 
have recently informed 
the Tripod of a shocking 
new development: Minaj’s 
performance this Friday 
will be moved from the 
arena to none other than 
Trinity’s own LSC Quad. 

Despite the recency of 
this news breaking, the per-
formance has been in the 
works for quite some time. 
The LSC Quad has been 
a construction site since 
the beginning of this aca-
demic year, and it seemed 
that only God knew what 
on earth the construction 

Nicki Minaj to Perform on LSC Quad, NOT XL 
Center, on Friday

workers have been trying 
to accomplish there. Well, 
if God is Trinidaian rap-
stress Onika Tanya Maraj, 
she did, in fact, know 
this whole time: the LSC 
Quad is set to become her 
stage for the performance.

A few reasons motivat-
ed the Queen from Queens 
to move her show to Trin-
ity, primarily a notice-
able decline in Barbism 
on campus. Recently, the 
library has painted over 
walls in its study rooms 
that students used to write 
on with dry erase markers. 
One message (pictured) 
that has been painted over 
quoted Minaj’s famous and 
all-too-applicable man-
tra: “BARBZ STAY IN 
SKOOL”. Minaj hopes to 
encourage continued aca-
demic motivation among 
Bantam Barbs by bringing 
the show directly to Trinity.

To commemorate Mi-
naj’s arrival on campus, 
the Chapel lights will glow 
pink on the night of the 
performance. Minaj also 
encourages any and all 
students with LED light 
strips in their dorms to 
set them to pink. In addi-
tion, she urges any and all 
students who do not have 
LED light strips to pur-
chase them for their dorms 
and then set them to pink. 
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GROOVE GURU ’26
TUNNEL TRAVELER

GROOVE GURU ’26
TUNNEL TRAVELER

KO JOY ’24
CHISMIS CONNOISSEUR

Trinity College’s annu-
al spring weekend is sure 
to be an unforgettable ex-
perience this year because 

concert will be held in Trin-
ity’s underground tunnels. 

The infamous tunnels 
run below Seabury and 
Jarvis hall, and although 
those buildings are most 

students have been eager 
to locate the tunnels. How-
ever, their efforts have thus 
far proven unsuccessful be-

Rapper Kendrick La-
mar disses the tenure 
president in a feature on 
the new song “Like That” 
by Future. The iteration 
of rap that emerged in 
the 2010s and continues 
in popularity to this day 
has seen its share of icon-
ic disses and “beefs.” It 
has never, however,  been 
so close to the Trinity 
campus and community. 

Jollibee: The holy grail 
of Filipino fried chicken. 
KFC has nothing on Jol-
libee. The crispy Jollibee 
Chicken Joy is a tradition-
al Filipino delicacy that not 
even Popeyes can imitate, 
and do not get me start-
ed on the Peach Mango 
Pie that puts Poptarts to 
shame. Every time I visit 
Jollibee (none in Connecti-
cut but get to New York 
City ASAP), my tastebuds 
are in greasy heaven while 
the chismis [gossip] of Fili-

2024 Spring Weekend to be Held in Trinity’s 
Underground Tunnels

Rapper Kendrick Lamar Disses JBS in New Song 
with Future

Jollibee: Where Filipinos and Fried Chicken Unite 

cause throughout the year 
the tunnels remain closed 
off to students and are only 
open to the select few who 
dare to venture there (or 
know someone who lives in 

tunnels will be exclusive-
ly open during the entire 
spring weekend. Although 
spring weekend has histor-
ically been held at Koeppel 
Community Sports Center 
or on the LSC quad, the Tri-
pod has been informed that 
due to budgeting issues, 
Barnyard’s funds were cut 
short and thus will have no 
aboveground performanc-

There have been a num-
ber of Trinity administra-
tors who have been indi-
rectly dissed in songs and 
verses over the years, but 
never one so direct as this.

This was until the re-
lease of the album “We 
Don’t Trust You” which is 
a collaboration album be-
tween rapper Future as 
well as producing legend 
Metro Boomin. There is 
one song in particular that 
has the Trinity campus in 
a frenzy, this, of course, be-

pinos is music to my ears. 
Right now, the chismis 

is all about the one man 
who hates Jollibee. He-
who-must-not-be-named 
is a decent famous music 
producer that disappoint-
ed the hearts of Filipinos 
around the world so much 
that they are scrolling 
past all of his songs at 
the karaoke bar. Selena 

just being in the proximi-
ty of the man who cannot 
stomach sweet spaghetti 
with mini hot dog slices 
sprinkled in the sauce.

It is astounding that he 

es moving forward. Being 
underground will make 
for a cozy, intimate scene, 
and Barnyard advises stu-
dents to be patient as they 
navigate the small space. 
There will also be no room 
for excessive movement, 
so keep your dancing to a 
minimum. For those who 
are claustrophobic, we sug-
gest you sit this one out. 

In order to be granted 
access to this special per-
formance, students have 
been instructed to enter 
through the Chapel and 

Once you have arrived at 

ing the song “Like That.”  
The song features none 
other than Kendrick La-
mar, a song that some the-
orize is referencing and 
dissing the current pres-
ident of Trinity College, 
Joanne Berger Sweeney, 
the line in question clear-
ly stating “Mother F*** 
Trinity, it’s just big me.”  

released, it was widely de-
bated who Lamar was re-
ferring to. Some listeners 
even heard “the big three”, 

.

cannot comprehend that 
Jollibee is the quintessen-
tial icon of Filipino culture, 
besides our love for karaoke 
and ricecookers. Where else 
can I and other fellow Fili-
pinos sit down at a restau-
rant and eat fried chicken 
and fan-favorite adobo rice 
with our hands, away from 

and discuss which family 
members are studying to 
be nurse practitioners? The 
statue of Jollibee the hu-
man-sized bee, in all its red 
and buzzing glory that even 
outshines Mickey Mouse, 
stands tall at the front of 

the top, there will be staff 
equipped to bring you safe-
ly down the long, hideous 
yellow slide alongside the 
chapel. Because this yellow 
slide has been on the Chap-
el for such a long time, we 
are ensured it is safe to 
slide down for everyone. 
Refusal to slide down will 
prevent you from being able 
to attend the concert. After 
sliding down you can ex-
pect to land softly on a pad-
ded mattress underground. 
Once underground, make 
your way west towards the 
entrance of the tunnels. 
You will know when you 

thinking it a reference and 
a dig at prominent rap-
pers Drake and J. Cole. 
Evidently, this has been 
disproved with the much 
more reasonable expla-
nation being that Lamar 
is referring to the presi-
dent of a small liberal arts 
college in New England.

Many were not aware 
of the history these indus-
try giants have with one 
another.  It has been kept 
largely out of the public 
eye, but some have been 
able to piece informa-
tion together about their 
strained partnership. It 
has been continuously 
reported and generally 
understood from sources 
close to both parties that 
the two have a “long-stand-
ing beef”. It is theorized 
that the two were part-
ners and planning to re-
lease a project before La-
mar’s 2012 project “good 
kid, m.A.A.d. city.” This 
was until Berger-Sweeney 
pulled out of the project at 
the last minute to focus on 
her career in academia. As 

the restaurant, paving the 
way for our ancestors who 
only survived on Spam 
Tocino and Vienna Sau-
sage before being shipped 
to the U.S. in the 1900s. 

If there is one thing 
about us Filipinos, it is 
that we are not easily pla-
cated by weak apologies or 
clumsy praises of Jollibee’s 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich 
(the sriracha mayo is to die 
for, though). While we raise 
our blood pressure and cho-
lesterol levels from the rich 
gravy on top of our Chicken 
Joy and Yumburgers (not 
hamburgers), we thank 

have arrived. There are no 
phones or electronic devic-
es allowed into the concert 
and all students will be 
forced to sign an NDA guar-
anteeing that they will nev-
er share information about 
the tunnels to anyone. De-
spite the Tripod writing an 
entire piece on them, Trin-
ity’s tunnels are meant to 
remain secret and failure 
to keep them secret will re-
sult in consequences. This 
year’s spring weekend is a 
once in a lifetime chance 
to venture below Trinity’s 
grounds, don’t miss out!

she rose to recognition for 
getting to the position of 
president of Trinity Col-
lege, it was clear that re-
sentment had grown from 
Lamar, as disses through-
out the rapper’s discog-
raphy have been linked 
back to Berger-Sweeney. 

It is unclear what has 
happened for Lamar to 
bring this situation up yet 
again in a new release. It 
has seemed as though the 

recent years, neither party 
ever formally commenting 
on the situation. Some be-
lieve these lingering feel-
ings of resentment were 
stirred up yet again when 
the rapper was not asked 
to perform at Spring Fest 
in the tunnels this year. 
Berger-Sweeney has yet to 
respond, but a statement 
is expected to be released 
in the coming week. She 
is additionally expected to 
be doing a tell-all inter-
view with Tucker Carlson 
about the historic rap beef 
“what really happened” 
in the coming months.

our leader, Bretman Rock, 
for putting He-who-must-
not-be-named in his place 
with the power of great 
hair and Filipino melanin.       
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Bits & Pieces
Men’s Ice Hockey Falls to Hobart; Closing Out the 

2024 Season

Gabby Douglas Speaks on “Pushing the Boundaries” 
for WHM Keynote  
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ASHLEY MCDERMOTT ’26
SPORTS EDITOR

ANNIKA DYCZKOWSKI ’25
SPORTS EDITOR

LEFT TO RIGHT: DANSOWAA ADU ’24, OLYMPIAN GABBY DOUGLAS, MARY HAZELTON ’24
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12 APRIL 02, 2024

Social Themes and Stellar Cast Shine in Trinity’s ‘Cin-
derella’: Love, Socialism and The Shoe Taken Back
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OLIVIA SILVEY ’25
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SAVANNAH BROOKS ’26
MANAGING EDITOR
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“The Pipeline” by Cassidy Willie-Lawes ‘24 Searches 
for the Line Between Education and Incarceration

PHOTO COURTESY OF LILY MCMAHON ’24
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13BITS & PIECES

Student Government Association Votes Unanimously 
to Oppose Reaffirmation of ConnPIRG
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CAITLIN DOHERTY ’26
NEWS EDITOR
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14BITS & PIECES

BlackOut: Enchanted Gala Transforms Trinity 
College into a Magical Night
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CORNELIA EHLEBRACHT ’25
NEWS EDITOR

MRS. BLACKOUT BRIANNA ANDRADE ’24 (LEFT) AND INDIA BRACEY ’24 MRS. BLACKOUT BRIANNA ANDRADE ’24 (LEFT) AND INDIA BRACEY ’24 
(PHOTO BY SABRINA CODRINGTON ’25)(PHOTO BY SABRINA CODRINGTON ’25)
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SPORTS

From Sports to the Stage, the Athletes Can and 
Will Do it All

ed with their predicament?
They responded with, 

“Who’s Troy Bolton? Didn’t 
he get drafted last year to 
UConn?  We’ve never heard 
of High School Musical. 
This is our own, original 
idea, we can’t imagine it 
has ever been done before. 
What the fans don’t know is 
that the games and practic-
es are just excuses to hang 
out. We get such a kick in 
the locker room after hear-
ing the fans and faculty 
cheer. Little do they know, 
they are victims of the big-
gest prank ever. It’s all been 

a side hustle. Trading our 
cleats, sneakers, and skates 
for tap shoes, and the white 
boards that mark our plays 
have notes written on them. 
I now know what a Treble 
Clef is! The stage is calling, 
and we have to answer.”

This performance is set 
to take place sometime by 
the end of the semester. The 
athletes gave a brief synop-
sis of what we can expect.

“It is going to be a com-
ing of age story. A young 
athlete from Trinity meets 
a girl over Christmas break 
who is transferring to Trin-

The sports editors of 
the Tripod have received 
an anonymous letter from 
a coalition of athletes who 
are making their big break 
from sports; instead turn-
ing to theater. The letter 
came in just Friday morn-
ing, addressed to writers of 
the sports column to have 
it prepared for publication.

”Dear Esteemed 
Tripod Writers,

It’s been fun dominating 
-

ity College, however, it is 
time we found a new outlet.  
This is why we are proud to 
announce we will be writ-
ing, choreographing and 
staging our very own mu-
sical. This is all we can say 
on the matter, but we hope 
students will be on the look 
out for this masterpiece.”

In a brief correspon-
dence from the editors, we 
asked about their inspira-
tion. What led them to this 
sharp turn in their careers? 
Could they have seen High 
School Musical, and felt 
that Troy Bolton resonat-

ity the following semester. 
When they return to cam-
pus, he is persuaded to au-
dition for the musical with 
her. It’s kind of meta, put-
ting a show about a show 
together. But in the end, all 
of the athletes join in. Ex-
cept everyone is already an 
athlete outside of the show. 
We mean outside of our 
show. So in the show about 
the show they are athletes 
turned performers, just like 
we are athletes turned thes-
pians in real life. Does that 
make sense? I have a head-
ache just from writing that.” 

We asked if they are 
sure that they haven’t seen 
or heard of High School 
Musical, they said, “Clear-
ly we need to focus on 
branding and copyright, 
because no one has ever 
thought of this before. But 
that title sure is catchy.”

As we remain loyal to 
these athletes/perform-
ers, the Tripod Sports 
Column will be shifted to 
a Theatrical Review Col-
umn. The show is called 
College School Musical. It 
is in rehearsals now, and 
probably will be forever. 

DERMO ’26
SPORTS EDITOR

Sweetgreen to be Installed in Unit D of Ferris 
complex, Sweetgreen promis-
es to offer a diverse array of 
fresh ingredients and custom-
izable salad options. Because 
only student athletes will be 
afforded the opportunity to 
dine here, Bantam Sports 
roster cards will be required 
for entry. President Joanne 
Berger-Sweeney states, “We 

-
dent athletes deserve only 

peak performance.” From 
crisp greens to farm-fresh 
produce and protein-packed 
toppings, student athletes 
can look forward to a vi-
brant selection designed to 
fuel their active lifestyles.

The addition of a Sweet-

In a move aimed at pro-
moting healthy eating habits 
and catering to the evolv-
ing needs of students, Trin-
ity College has announced 
plans to build a Sweetgreen, 
a build-it-yourself salad bar, 
in Unit D of Ferris Athletic 
Center. The decision comes 
as a part of the college’s 
commitment to enhancing 
wellness initiatives and pro-
viding nutritious options, 
only for its student athletes. 

 Scheduled to open 
following the completion of 
the state-of-the-art athletic 

green on campus aligns with 
Trinity’s broader efforts to 
promote health and well-
ness across campus, follow-
ing the newest promotion of 
Celcius, a 200 milligram en-
ergy drink, to NCAA athletes. 
With an increasing emphasis 
on nutrition, Trinity’s collab-
oration with Sweetgreen re-

to student athlete well-being. 
“We are excited to part-

ner with Sweetgreen and 
bring their renowned salad 
and grain bowls to our cam-
pus community,” remarks 
President Sweeney. “Pro-
viding access to nutritious 
and delicious meals is essen-
tial for supporting our stu-

dent athletes’ overall health 
and academic success.”

The inclusion of a Sweet-
green in Unit D emphasizes 
the college’s recognition of the 
importance of convenient and 
nutritious dining options for 
student athletes leading busy 
lifestyles. Whether refueling 
after a workout or grabbing 
a quick meal between class-
es, Trinity’s newest salad 
bar will offer athletes a con-
venient dining solution, also 
accepting Bantam Bucks.

The decision to build a 
Sweetgreen on campus re-

-
pus dining preferences, with 
students increasingly seeking 
out healthier alternatives 

to the current on-campus 
options. This shift points to-
wards Trinity’s earnest efforts 
to improve athletes well-being 
and academic performance.

As construction progress-
es on Unit D, anticipation is 
high among athletes for the 
arrival of our campus’ newest 
salad spot. “I heard you get a 
free bowl if you’re NESCAC 
Player of the week,” says 
one athlete. “Someone told 
me they make you pay more 
after you lose,” says another. 
With focus on freshness, de-
liciousness, and fueling our 
beloved athletes, the addition 
of Sweetgreen is bound to be 
a welcome enhancement to 
the Ferris Athletic Facility. 

SWEET FEET ’25
NEEDS A SALAD ASAP
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Trinity College
What’s Inside:

out. God.  

Male Maturity Levels No Match for March 
Madness Environment

Edey’s place at the 99th per-
centile, taunting his recent 
40-point game as “not the 
only 40 piece [he] dropped to-
night.” In order to compete in 
this tournament, men’s play-
ers should be size-conscious 
– not too big like Edey, but 
not too small that they will 
get dominated on the court. 

Another obstacle men’s 
players have yet to defeat is 
their outward disrespect to-
wards other athletes. When 
men’s players win, they have 
no right to express any sort 
of pride or competitive na-
ture – even though this is 
an incredibly competitive 
environment. For example, 
when KU’s Christian Braun 

the face of UNC’s Armando 

championship win in the los-
er’s face. This was complete-
ly unacceptable and Braun 
is still (rightly) getting back-
lash for it. Many people have 

Now reaching the home 
stretch of play, the NCAA 
national championship has 
once again proved that bas-
ketball is a sport reserved 
for one gender (of the total 
two). Based on play sta-
tistics, audience response 
and player maturity levels, 
it continues to be blatant-
ly obvious that men’s bas-
ketball should not have a 
spot on the national stage. 

“He’s just a big guy, I 
don’t really see much skill,” 
said one teenage girl who 
has never played basket-
ball outside of local pickup 
games about Purdue star 
Zach Edey. The girl even 
went so far as to compare 
Edey to “Shaquille All’Meal,” 
referencing his immense size 
and evident inability to stop 
eating. Other fans have also 

dubbed the KU team, mostly 
full of white guys, complete-
ly “classless.” UNC’s team, 
made up mainly of Black 
players, evidently has much 
more class in the game. One 
could only hope for UNC 

KU as revenge, and soon. 
“Please save us, I hate 

Christian Braun,” said 30 
year old Chris Clumsington, 
who has only ever paid atten-
tion to one men’s basketball 
game in his life. “Christian 
Braun is too ghetto to ever 
be professionally successful. 
He is such a [insert trash-
can emoji] of a human.” 

The subject of race has 
been a large one in this 
year’s men’s bracket. Some 
fans believe that people are 
hating on certain teams be-
cause of their higher num-
bers of white players. One 
team that has particularly 

Clemson, which has a num-

ber of white players. How-
ever, many other fans – who 
have been quite critical of 
these whiter teams – dispute 
these racist allegations, say-
ing that it is only about char-
acter, citing other white play-

“Grant Nelson [of Ala-
bama] is white and every-
one loves him. Your team is 
just unlikeable,” said Duane 
Doltsworth, a reverse racism 
scholar. “Alabama’s men’s 
team is all white except one 
guy and no one treats them 
any differently. The reason 
Clemson gets treated like they 
do isare because they act the 
way they do. It has nothing 
to do with race whatsoever.”

Finally, men’s teams sim-
ply do not have the numbers 
to compete on the level of the 
much more skilled female 
athletes. “Star” player Caleb 
Love from Arizona only aver-
ages 31.7 points and 8.9 re-
bounds per game. Compared 

to women’s numbers, these 
men simply cannot compete. 

“Love gotta be the most 
overrated men’s basketball 
player ever,” said one inter-
viewee, who opted to remain 
anonymous due to the humil-
iation of his men’s bracket 

Many others agree, mostly 
people who did not do their 
research before submitting 
their sports bets on FanDuel. 

It is obvious from conduct 
and analysis that these men 
cannot handle the national 
stage. If you are starting to 
watch men’s basketball as it 
starts to expand, do yourself a 
favor and stick to the women. 

All quotes used are real 
comments that have ap-
peared on women’s bas-
ketball posts in the last 
few weeks, referring to 
various female athletes 
such as Audi Crooks (NC 
State), Angel Reese (LSU) 
and Juju Watkins (USC). 

HATELIN CLARK ’22
TWINKLE TOES

Winner of Intramural Softball League to Win the 
Psi U House

stands by its suspension 
and has left students up in 
arms with one less place 
to gather for good fun.

Although this news 
may be upsetting for a 
variety of reasons, its 
announcement sparked 
excitement for recreation-

al sports goers. This sea-

Trinity College Intramu-
ral Softball League his-
tory, all 14 teams will be 
competing for the Psi U 
house, the winners earn-
ing all privileges upon 
reinstatement. Some 

Spring is in full swing 
at Trinity. Like many 
years before, students 
have the opportunity to 
participate in this sea-
son’s intramural sports, 
the most popular among 
them having the high-
est stakes in its histo-
ry. Softball, an Amer-
ican pastime, has 14 
teams with their eyes 
on a high-stakes victory.

In his weekly recre-
ational email, recreation 
director Kevin Johnson 
states, “Whether you’re 
a seasoned slugger or 
a rookie ready to learn, 
our league offers a fun 
and inclusive environ-
ment for players of all 
skill levels.” This state-
ment could not be fur-
ther from the truth for 
this season’s competition.

As all students are 
now familiar, Psi U has 
been suspended until the 
end of the 2024-2025 ac-
ademic year. Although 
the fraternity is highly 
regarded and known for 
its fostering of an inclu-

-
ronment, the institution 

teams reportedly have 
players training during 
class hours or bringing 
equipment to class to 

“That house would be 
the best thing that ever 
happened to me,”  says 
one softball-goer. “I’ve 

always wanted to be on 
aux,” says another. The 
runner-up team will live 
in Ogilby Hall for the rest 
of the spring semester.

Intramural softball 
scores will be updated 
on @BantamSports on 
Instagram and Twitter.

WINNER WINNER ’26
BANTAM DINNER
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